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Pope John XXIII was a Secular Franciscan 
  Profile of John XXIII 1881-1963; Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli 
was born in Sotto il Monte, in the Diocese and Province of 
Bergamo, on November 25, 1881. He was the 4th of 13 
children, and baptized that same day. He received 
Confirmation and First Communion in 1889 and entered 
the Seminary in 1892, where he remained for theology 
until his second year of theology. At age 14 he began his 
spiritual notes which he would keep until his death and 
uses for the Journal of a Soul. On March 1, 1896 the 
spiritual director of the Seminary of Bergamo, Father Luigi 
lsacchi, enrolled him in the Secular Franciscan Order 
whose Rule he professed on May 23, 1897.  
  He was ordained a priest in Rome, August 10, 1904.  In 
1905 he was named secretary to the new Bishop and 
served until 1914. He also taught history, patrology and 
apologetics in the Seminary.  When Italy entered in war in 
1915, he was called to be a military chaplain in military 
hospitals. 
  1921 began the second phase of his life in serving to the 
Holy Sea.  In 1925 Pope Pius XI named him Apostolic 
Visitor of Bulgaria, elevating him to the episcopal dignity. 
Ordained bishop of Rome on March 19, 1925.  On 
November 27, 1934 was named Apostolic Delegate in 
Turkey and Greece, the ministry to Catholics was 
demanding and became known for his respectful manner 
and dialogue with the Orthodox and Muslims. At the 
outbreak of WW2 he was in Greece and devastated by the 
fighting.  During the final months of the war he assisted 
prisoners of war and worked to restore stability of life of 
the Church in France. 
  On January 12, 1953 he was created Cardinal, following 
the death of Pius XII he was elected Pope on October 28, 
1958 and took the name of John XXIII.  In the five years of 
his pontificate he appeared to the world as the Good 
Shepherd, meek and gentle, simple and ever active.  He 
convened the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council which 
opened on October 5, 1962. 
  He died of cancer on June 3, 1963, at 82, declared a 
Blessed on September 3, 2000, in St. Peter’s Square and 
declared a Saint by Pope Francis in April 2014. 
  I hope this outline of his life you will help you to 
remember him as a friendly and loved Pope. 
  I pray you are having a safe and good summer and able 
to enjoy being outside.  

Sr Georgine Larson osf, spiritual assistant 

Chapter IX Francis’ Passionate Love—His Longing for 
Martyrdom—From St Francis of Assisi Omnibus of Sources 

1.  No human tongue could describe the passionate 
love with which Francis burned for Christ, his spouse; he 
seemed to be completely absorbed by the fire of divine love 
like a glowing coal.  The moment he heard the love of God 
being mentioned, he was aroused immediately and so 
deeply moved and inflamed that it seemed as if the deepest 
chord in his heart had been plucked by the words.  He used 
to say that to offer the love of God in exchange for alms was 
generosity worthy of a nobleman and that anyone who 
thought less of it than money was a fool.  The incalculable 
worth of divine love was the only thing that could win the 
kingdom of heaven.  He used to say, “Greatly to be loved is 
His love, who loved us so greatly.” 
  Francis sought occasion to love God in everything.  He 
delighted in all the works of God’s hands, and from the 
vision of joy on earth his mind soared aloft to the life-giving 
source and cause of all.  In everything beautiful, he saw him 
who is beauty itself, and he followed his Beloved 
everywhere by his likeness imprinted on creation; of all 
creation he made a ladder by which he might mount up 
and embrace Him who is all-desirable.  By the power of his 
extraordinary faith he tasted the Goodness which is the 
source of all in each and every created thing, as in so many 
rivulets.  He seemed to perceive a divine harmony in the 
interplay of powers and faculties given by God to his 
creatures and like the prophet David he exhorted them all 
to praise God. 

Patty Commerford ofs, minister 

St. Maria Goretti (October 16, 1890 – July 6, 1902) is an 
Italian virgin-martyr of the Catholic Church, and one of the 
youngest canonized saints. She was born to a farming 
family. Her father died when she was nine, and they had to 
share a house with another family, the Serenellis. Maria took 
over household duties while her mother, brothers, and sister 
worked in the fields.  One afternoon, Alessandro, the 
Serenellis' son, made sexual advances to her. When she 
refused to submit to him, he stabbed her fourteen times. She 
was taken to the hospital but she died forgiving him. He was 
arrested, convicted, and jailed. During imprisonment he 
repented. After 27 years he was released from prison, and 
visited her mother to beg forgiveness, which she granted. He 
later became a lay brother in a monastery, dying peacefully 
in 1970. She was beatified in 1947, and canonized in 1950. 
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 Minutes of the Gathering 
St Otto’s Hearthside Room 6PM 

  Members present: Patty Commerford, Jan Rybaski, Kathy 
Hoffman Tax, Janet Berendt, Rita Vosen, David Czech, Sr 
Georgine Larson and Sr Maurita Bernett.  Excused: Elvira 
Stumpf, Karen Gross, Charlotte VanRisseghem, Beverly 
Nouis and Sue Zenzen. 
  Opening prayers from The Ritual were led by Patty.  Sr 
Georgine read a prayer to St Anthony of Padua on his feast 
day today.  Liturgy of the Hours were led by Kathy. 
  Closing prayer from The Ritual were led by Patty.  
Members enjoyed a potluck meal.  We sang birthday wishes 
to Sr Maurita as her birthday is June 18.  Leona Mattock has 
a birthday June 19.  We played the white elephant dice 
game.  Gathering ended at 7:30 PM. 

Janet Berendt ofs, secretary 

Calendar of Events 
July 2017 
1st-St Junipero Serra 
3rd-St Thomas 
4th-Independence Day 
5th-St Elizabeth of Portugal 
6th-St Maria Goretti 
11th- GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader-Kathy Hoffman Tax 
Prayer-Liturgy of the Hours 
St Benedict 
12th-birthday-Janet Berendt 
15th-St Bonaventure 
18th-St Camillus de Lellis 
19th-BINGO AT NOUIS PLACE 
22nd-St Mary Magdalen 
25th-St James 
26th-profession-Karen Gross 
Sts Joachim & Anne 
27th-birthday-Patty Commerford 
August 2017 
3rd-birthday-Kay Voegtle 
St John Vianney 
5th-birthday-Claudia Barnier 
6th-birthday-David Czech 
The Transfiguration of the Lord 
8th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader-Jan Rybaski 
Prayer-Liturgy of the Hours 
9th-St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross 
11th-St Clare 
14th-St Maximilian Kolbe 
15th-The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
22nd-The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
26th-birthday-Sr Georgine Larson 
28th-St Augustine 
29

th
-The Passion of St John the Baptist 

 

Saint Clare of Assisi’s Story 

  One of the more sugary movies made about Francis of Assisi pictures 

Clare as a golden-haired beauty floating through sun-drenched fields, a 

sort of one-woman counterpart to the new Franciscan Order. 

The beginning of her religious life was indeed movie material. Having 

refused to marry at 15, she was moved by the dynamic preaching of 

Francis. He became her lifelong friend and spiritual guide. 

  At 18, she escaped one night from her father’s home, was met on the 

road by friars carrying torches, and in the poor little chapel called the 

Portiuncula received a rough woolen habit, exchanged her jeweled belt 

for a common rope with knots in it, and sacrificed her long tresses to 

Francis’ scissors. He placed her in a Benedictine convent, which her 

father and uncles immediately stormed in rage. She clung to the altar of 

the church, threw aside her veil to show her cropped hair and remained 

adamant. 

  Sixteen days later her sister Agnes joined her. Others came. They lived a 

simple life of great poverty, austerity, and complete seclusion from the 

world, according to a Rule which Francis gave them as a Second Order. 

Francis obliged her under obedience at age 21 to accept the office of 

abbess, one she exercised until her death. 

  The Poor Clares went barefoot, slept on the ground, ate no meat, and 

observed almost complete silence. (Later Clare, like Francis, persuaded 

her sisters to moderate this rigor: “Our bodies are not made of brass.”) 

The greatest emphasis, of course, was on gospel poverty. They possessed 

no property, even in common, subsisting on daily contributions. When 

even the pope tried to persuade her to mitigate this practice, she showed 

her characteristic firmness: “I need to be absolved from my sins, but I do 

not wish to be absolved from the obligation of following Jesus Christ.” 

  Contemporary accounts glow with admiration of her life in the convent 

of San Damiano in Assisi. She served the sick and washed the feet of the 

begging nuns. She came from prayer, it was said, with her face so shining 

it dazzled those about her. She suffered serious illness for the last 27 

years of her life. Her influence was such that popes, cardinals, and 

bishops often came to consult her—she never left the walls of San 

Damiano. 

  Francis always remained her great friend and inspiration. She was 

always obedient to his will and to the great ideal of gospel life which he 

was making real. 

  A well-known story concerns her prayer and trust. She had the Blessed 

Sacrament placed on the walls of the convent when it faced attack by 

invading Saracens. “Does it please you, O God, to deliver into the hands 

of these beasts the defenseless children I have nourished with your love? 

I beseech you, dear Lord, protect these whom I am now unable to 

protect.” To her sisters she said, “Don’t be afraid. Trust in Jesus.” The 

Saracens fled. 

franciscanmedia.org 

 

The Transfiguration of Christ is the culminating point 

of His public life, as His Baptism is its starting point, and His 
Ascension its end. Moreover, this glorious event has been 
related in detail by St. Matthew, St. Mark, and St. Luke, while 
St. Peter and St. John, two of the privileged witnesses, make 
allusion to it.  About a week after His sojourn in Cæsarea 
Philippi, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and 
led them to a high mountain apart, where He was 
transfigured before their ravished eyes. This dazzling 
brightness which emanated from His whole Body was 
produced by an interior shining of His Divinity. False Judaism 
had rejected the Messias, and now true Judaism, represented 
by Moses and Elias, the Law and the Prophets, recognized 
and adored Him, while for the second time God the Father 
proclaimed Him His only-begotten and well-loved Son. By 
this glorious manifestation the Divine Master, who had just 
foretold His Passion to the Apostles (Matthew 16:21), and 
who spoke with Moses and Elias of the trials which awaited 
Him at Jerusalem, strengthened the faith of his three friends 
and prepared them for the terrible struggle of which they 
were to be witnesses in Gethsemani, by giving them a 
foretaste of the glory and heavenly delights to which we 
attain by suffering.  
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